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Happy New Year! 

Dates and Events (events are free unless noted) 

Tues., Jan 3, 1-2:30 pm – Crape myrtle pruning lecture, demonstration, and workshop.  Orange Hall.  Lecture will be 
inside, followed by outdoor practice of what has been learned.  Bring gloves and pruning tools.   
Nassau Extension Plant Clinics (10am-2pm):  Jan 9 and Jan 23 (Monday), Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.)  
Bring your sick plants in a bag for diagnosis. 
Weds. Jan. 11– 10-11:00am – “ Citrus”, Yulee County Bldg.,  86026 Pages Dairy Rd.,Yulee 
Weds. Jan. 25– 10am-11:00 – “ Fruit Trees for NE Fla.”,  86026 Pages Dairy Rd., Yulee. 
Weds. Feb. 1, 10am-11:30 – “Roses”,  Demonstration Garden, 96135 Nassau Place, Yulee. (note different address.) 
Tues. Jan. 10, 7 pm, Wild Amelia Wild Nite –– “Importance of Butterflies”, Peck Center, 516 S. 10th St., Fernandina. 
 

Garden to-dos for January 

     Plant flowers such as carnations, pansies, petunias, snapdragons, dianthus, foxglove.  Vegetables -  peas, beets, 
broccoli, potatoes, cabbage, carrots, radishes, turnips, and cauliflower can be planted, as well as fennel, garlic, 
borage, lavender, parsley, rosemary, and thyme.  Don’t fertilize flowers this month.  Plants need less water in 
winter, but if a hard freeze is predicted watering 24-48 hours in advance will help protect your at risk plants, 
especially citrus.  Don’t do any major pruning, especially on flowering trees, but you can prune dead limbs, suckers, 
and crisscrossing branches.  You can also transplant dormant plants, but be sure to water.  If you had a real 
Christmas tree, consider using it in the garden.  Sink the trunk into the ground (you may need to stake it to have it 
stand up straight).  The birds will enjoy using it for cover and in the spring you can use it as a support for vines such 
as morning glory, moonflower, and cypress vine.  Or peas and cucumbers.  Protect plants that are marginally hardy 
with mulch, sheets, or even cardboard stapled around the trunks of grafted trees to prevent dieback.  Even just 
putting them on the porch will help.  Spanish moss is a great (and free) insulator.  You can use Christmas lights under 
a cover to help keep very delicate plants warm. 
 

The Garden Maven’s Advice to the “Floralorn” 

Dear Garden Maven, 
I have a large Christmas Cactus that has always bloomed red.  This year I was waiting and waiting for it to bloom, but 
to my surprise, it bloomed a fuchsia purple color.  I had started a small one last year from some cuttings from this 
particular plant, and they are blooming red.  Why did it do this and how can I fix it? 
Green Thumbed Lady (now Purple Thumbed Lady) 
Dear “Thumbs”, 
There are a lot of opinions about this problem…. The color depends on light and temperature to stay true.  If the 
temperature drops below 60 degrees when the buds are forming or if the light is lower when flowering, the color 
may increase.  Whites may bloom pink or lavender, yellow may turn cream or pink, and  red, orange, or lavender 
may turn a deeper and darker color.  If the whole plant has changed color, move to a brighter light (for next year).  
The suggestion is 4 feet from an unobstructed south window.  You don’t want direct sun, but bright light.  
Sometimes the plant can change on one side and not on the other.  This could be because it is warmer or brighter 
on one side of the plant.  Sometimes plants can sport because of a genetic mutation, but this is generally only one 
stem.  Some people have also suggested the color change may be caused by ph changes or from hybrids reverting to 
their parentage.  The other big problem with CC is bud drop.  Stop fertilizing during bud formation.  Only water 
enough to keep them from shriveling, and don’t move the plant till it finishes blooming.  Moving the budded plant 
will cause the buds to turn toward the light and break themselves off.  Who knew?  February is the best time to 
repot.  They like to be somewhat pot bound.  New plants are easy to start from pinched off sections stuck in dirt and 
watered occasionally.  They are really fairly easy plants to grow and are wonderful porch plants. 
The Maven 

Plant Hero of the Month:  Cape Honeysuckle and Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow are blooming, and the 

Turk’s Cap and blue sky vine are still at it. 


