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Dates and Events (events are free unless noted) 

Nassau Extension Plant Clinics (10am):  July 6 and July 20 (Mondays), Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.) 
Bring your sick plants in a bag for diagnosis. 
 

Announcements 
Fairy house workshop Thurs July 9, 1 pm at Christ Episcopal parish hall.  (Wheeler St., enter in back from parking lot 
accessed on Conyers St.)  Bring moss, lichens, acorns, bark, other natural materials, glue guns.  
  
The President’s Summer Luncheon is Tuesday, July 14.  Carpooling encouraged.  Bring a dish to share.  The theme 
for the fun and friendly flower arranging competition (participation is optional) is “Around the World in 80 Days”.   
Wear a themed costume if you like. 
 

Garden to-dos for July 
Keep flowers watered, deadheaded, and clipped back or pinched back when they need it.   If you can reach them, 
clip off the seed heads on your crape myrtles to encourage bloom through September.  Make sure your plants are 
mulched to keep the soil temperature cooler.   
Plant annuals such as celosia, coleus, crossandra, impatiens, kalanchoe, nicotiana, ornamental peppers, portulaca, 
torenia, salvia.  Also plant lima beans, eggplant, okra, Southern peas, peppers, and watermelon.   

 
The Garden Maven’s Advice to the “Floralorn” 
Dear Garden Maven,  
I have 2 fig trees that keep coming back after the winter, but they lose their leaves in the summer.  They get 
watered with my irrigation system.  One (Celeste) is in sun, the other (Brown Turkey) is in a shadier site.  What can I 
do to help them to thrive? 
Figless in St. Marys 
Dear Figless, 
Fig trees lose their leaves because they are stressed in some way.  Water --Too much water or too little can be a 
problem.  The roots grow close to the surface, so they can dry out more easily than some trees with deeper roots.   
Figs should be watered deeply until their roots get established, and mulched to prevent drying out.   Yellowing or 
dropping leaves can be a sign of drought stress.   Yellow leaves are not fatal.   Fertilizer -- If the older leaves yellow 
first, Nitrogen is needed.   They like to be in full sun in well drained soil with a slightly acid to neutral pH, so check 
the pH.   Figs don’t usually need a lot of fertilizer, but they can be fertilized once a month between February and 
August with 10-10-10 and minor nutrients for fruit trees.  If it is in a pot it needs fertilizer, and also if it doesn’t grow 
at least a foot a year.   Pests -- Check for pests such as scale, spider mites, and mealybugs.  Disease --  Rust can 
defoliate a tree in a couple of weeks.  This is a fungus that begins with small yellowish spots on top of the leaves.  
The spots get larger, turn brown, and raise slightly.  There is no specific fungicide recommended for this.  Get rid of 
the affected leaves.  This is the most common fig disease and usually occurs in late summer.   It does not affect fruit.   
Figs don’t need to be pruned to encourage fruit.  Prune to keep a bush size.  Prune to 3-5 leaders, get rid of suckers.  
Don’t leave bare stubs, because water and bugs can get in and encourage decay.   So give your figs the spa 
treatment to relieve their stress:  fertilize, mulch, keep them watered and in the sun, and keep the bugs away.  And 
be patient.  I had a fig tree for three years that stubbornly remained 18 inches tall.  I was ready to throw it out and 
someone on Garden Web recommended tomato fertilizer.  It is now 8 feet tall by 8 feet wide.  Hope springs eternal! 
The Maven 
 

Plant Hero of the Month:  Colors everywhere!  


