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Dates and Events (events are free unless noted) 

 
Nassau Extension Plant Clinics (10am-2pm):  April 4, 18 (Monday), Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.)  Bring your 
sick plants in a bag for diagnosis. 
Weds. April 6, 10am-11am, “Hummingbirds”,  $10, Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.)  Register online at 
rljordi@ufl.edu or call 904-491-7340. 
Tues. April 12, 7 pm, Wild Amelia Wild Nite –– “Dolphins”, Peck Center, 516 S. 10th St., Fernandina.  
Weds. April 20, 10 -11 am, ”Snakes”, Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.)   
Fri. Apr. 22, Sat. Apr. 23 – NOGS tour of Hidden Gardens of Savannah, $40, tickets available day of event or in advance.  
More information on Garden Club of Savannah website. 
Sat. May 7, 9am-noon,  Master Gardener Plant Sale, Demonstration Garden, Yulee Govt. Complex, 96135 Nassau Place. 
 

Garden to-dos for April 

 

Clean up dead leaves from cold damaged plants; cut back bushes.  Fertilize after cutting back.  Prune perennials to shape 
them.  Divide perennials and fall flowering bulbs.  Plant most annuals, herbs, and vegetables.    Plant summer bulbs.  Begin 
checking roses for black spot, spray for fungus.  Fertilize April 15.  Fertilize palms with slow release fertilizer.  If you use a 
high nitrogen or quick release fertilizer, it will create a potassium deficiency in older leaves.  Fertilize citrus. 

 

Announcements 

Bring your personal care items to the meeting for the senior care facilities for “Christmas in July”. 
Lunch and Learn – April 12 at noon.  Larry O’Neill of WOKV’s “Home and Garden Show” is the speaker. 
 

The Garden Maven’s Advice to the “Floralorn” 

 

Dear Garden Maven, 
How can I improve my sandy soil?  Every time I till in peat moss, it seems to disappear in a week, and I am left with dirty 
beach sand.   
Puzzled 
 
Dear Puzzled, 
Start by getting your soil tested.  It can be hard to lower pH (to make it more acid).  Because our area used to be under the 
ocean, soil tends to be somewhat alkaline, so don’t add lime unless your soil tests as too acidic.  Organic matter is the best 
way to improve soil.  Mulching with 2-3 inches of oak leaves or pine straw will encourage worms.   Compost is always good 
for the soil.  Peat moss is acidic.  Make sure it is wet when you add it (or water steadily for a time after adding) because it 
can act like a raincoat when it is dry.  Coffee grounds add nitrogen as well as being acidic.  Azaleas, gardenias, and roses 
love them.  It takes patience to build the soil.  Keep adding organic materials and composting your yard waste to use in the 
garden.   
You will probably never get the dirt good enough to stop fertilizing, so keep the fertilizer on hand and use it.  Milorganite is 
inexpensive and good for most things.  Fish emulsion, Epsom salts, acid loving plant fertilizer, and bloom booster are good 
to have on hand.  Dynomite has trace elements  and minor nutrients and  is like steroids for your very special plants that 
need a good boost for growth.  
The Maven 
 

Plant Hero of the Month:  Wisterias are blooming all over the place, and leaves are starting to color up. 
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