
St Marys Garden Club Newsletter 
July 2017 

Dates and Events (events are free unless noted) 

Nassau Extension Plant Clinic—Monday, July 17 -- Yulee County Bldg. (86026 Pages Dairy Rd.)  Bring your sick plants 
in a plastic bag. 
Weds.,July 19, 10-11am – “Garden Pests”, Yulee Satellite Office (86026 Pages Dairy Rd). 
Weds, August 2, 10-11am – “Amphibians”, Yulee Satellite Office (86026 Pages Dairy Rd). 
Potluck lunch – Tuesday, July 11 at 11:30 am at Geri’s house.  Bring a dish to share.  Theme for the flower arranging 
competition is “My Favorite Song”.  We hope to get lots of people making arrangements this year.  Everyone can 
vote for their two favorite arrangements, and there will be prizes for the top three.  Door prizes, good food, good 
company, and pony rides!  Well, maybe not the pony rides…. 

Announcements 
Christmas in July – Bring your items to the potluck lunch.  Suggested items include:  body wash, shampoo, bath 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, talcum powder, hand cream,  face cream, deodorant, combs and brushes, nail 
polish/remover, cotton balls, tissues, either purse size or regular size, mouthwash, lip balm.  This is a wonderful 
project that helps people in senior care facilities in our own community. 
Plant Sale – Keep potting those plants for the plant sale in October.  If you have unusual volunteer plants in your 
yard, pot them up or call Glenna or Karen W., our intrepid plant rescuers. 
Pressing Flowers -- New phone books have arrived!  Use your old one to press some flowers for our January 
workshop.  Cut flowers or interesting leaves on a dry day (midmorning is best) and place in phone book face down.  
Leave maybe 10 pages in between layers.  Put at least a foot of heavy books on top of the phone book and leave it 
alone for a couple of months.   
Hay Days – Carol G. is looking for old bib overalls and work boots for our scarecrow. 

Garden to-dos for July 
Keep flowers watered, deadheaded, and clipped back or pinched back when they need it.   If you can reach them, 
clip off the seed heads on your crape myrtles to encourage bloom through September.  Make sure your plants are 
mulched to keep the soil temperature cooler.   Water containers every day if there is no rain. 
Plant annuals such as celosia, coleus, crossandra, impatiens, kalanchoe, nicotiana, ornamental peppers, portulaca, 
torenia, salvia.  Also plant lima beans, eggplant, okra, Southern peas, peppers, and watermelon.   

The Garden Maven’s Advice to the “Floralorn” 
Dear Garden Maven,  
I planted my amaryllis in pots because they were sinking down in the garden, but they are not blooming very much.  
What can I do to help them along? 
Wishin’ and Hopin’ 
Dear Wishin’, 
    The main reasons amaryllis doesn’t flower are poor drainage, not enough sun, or too much nitrogen or water.  
This rainy weather may have affected the bloom.   Too much water can kill them.  They should get water soluble 
fertilizer (Miracle Gro) every 4 weeks.  They like sun (not full day screaming hot sun), but light shade is usually 
enough to get them to bloom.  Remove the flowers as they fade and cut off the flower stems after the bloom is all 
finished.  As with any bulb, leave the foliage to die naturally. 
    How long have your plants been in the pot?  They can be repotted every 3-4 years, although they don’t mind 
being a bit pot bound.  They don’t like being overcrowded with a lot of baby bulbs and don’t like being in too big a 
pot, so it wouldn’t hurt to repot and thin out the baby bulbs, which will bloom in 2-3 years.  The top inch of the bulb 
shoulders should be sticking up out of the soil when replanting, although some people say up to half the bulb can be 
showing.  The pot should have 1 inch clearance around the sides and bottom of the pot.   When growing in pots 
outdoors, sink the pots in the ground and take them up in the fall.  They need to go dormant for about 4 months to 
rebloom and for that they need to dry out.  Good luck with your reluctant amaryllis! 
The Maven 
Plant Hero of the Month:  All this rain has everything green, blooming, and happy.  Especially the dollarweed! 


